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(1) 

RESUMPTION OF THE JULY 16, 2014 FULL 
COMMITTEE HEARING, ‘‘WHITE HOUSE OF-
FICE OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS: IS SUP-
PORTING CANDIDATES AND CAMPAIGN 
FUNDRAISING AN APPROPRIATE USE OF A 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE?’’ 

Friday, July 25, 2014 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 9:09 a.m., in Room 2154, 

Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Darrell E. Issa [chairman of 
the committee] presiding. 

Present: Representatives Issa, Meadows, Cummings, Maloney, 
Norton, Tierney, Clay, Lynch, Cartwright, Duckworth, Kelly, 
Welch, Cardenas, and Horsford. 

Staff Present: Alexa Armstrong, Legislative Assistant; Melissa 
Beaumont, Assistant Clerk; Molly Boyl, Deputy General Counsel 
and Parliamentarian; Ashley H. Callen, Deputy Chief Counsel for 
Investigations; Steve Castor, General Counsel; John Cuarderes, 
Deputy Staff Director; Lamar Echols, Counsel; Adam P. Fromm, 
Director of Member Services and Committee Operations; Linda 
Good, Chief Clerk; Caroline Ingram, Counsel; Mark D. Marin, Dep-
uty Staff Director for Oversight; Ashok M. Pinto, Chief Counsel, In-
vestigations; Andrew Rezendes, Counsel; Laura L. Rush, Deputy 
Chief Clerk; Jessica Seale, Digital Director; Andrew Shult, Deputy 
Digital Director; Jonathan J. Skladany, Deputy General Counsel; 
Rebecca Watkins, Communications Director; Krista Boyd, Minority 
Deputy Director of Legislation/Counsel; Marianna Boyd, Minority 
Counsel; Jennifer Hoffman, Minority Communications Director; 
Julia Krieger, Minority New Media Press Secretary; Elisa LaNier, 
Minority Director of Operations; Dave Rapallo, Minority Staff Di-
rector; and Michael Wilkins, Minority Staff Assistant. 

Chairman ISSA. Committee will come to order. 
We are here to continue a hearing that began July 16th, 2014, 

called ‘‘White House Office of Political Affairs: Is Supporting Can-
didates and Campaign Fundraising an Appropriate Use of a Gov-
ernment Office?’’ The purpose of the hearing is to gather facts 
about the White House Office of Political and Strategic Outreach. 

I would like to note for the record Mr. David Simas, director of 
the Office of Political Strategy and Outreach and assistant to the 
President, is in fact not present at the hearing today. Mr. Simas 
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was invited to testify to give committee members and the American 
people an opportunity to hear from the head of an office that has, 
under several previous administrations, misused government re-
sources for political purposes. 

Despite being under subpoena, Mr. Simas failed to appear at the 
hearing on July 16th. I gave him a second chance to appear today 
to fulfill his obligation under a lawful subpoena. 

At this time, I would like to place in the record the correspond-
ence between the committee and the White House regarding this 
matter. 

The White House has informed my staff for the first time this 
morning at 7:30 a.m. that Mr. Simas would not be present at to-
day’s hearing. We continue to work with the White House staff on 
proposed ways to resolve this. However, today’s failure to appear 
is noted for the record and is not excused. 

Mr. Cummings, do you have any remarks? 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, I just have a brief statement. 
Chairman ISSA. The gentleman is recognized. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. And just one question. I just wanted to highlight 

the letter, the last correspondence that we just put in the record, 
for the members to—I want to draw their attention to it and 
aware—it is very brief. It is only three or four sentences. I received 
your—this is to the chairman dated July 24, 2014: I received your 
letter of today’s date a little after 7:00 p.m. this evening. This is 
yesterday. My staff has reached out to yours to discuss these issues 
in good faith. I trust that they will report back to us on their 
progress. In light of this, it would be helpful if you would withdraw 
the subpoena to Mr. Simas as we discuss whether we can reach an 
appropriate accommodation. Sincerely, W. Neil Eggleston, Counsel 
to the President. 

The end part of this is very brief, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, 
before we proceed any further, I just want to make sure, confirm 
what we talked about already, that we understand that we are 
doing—what we are doing this morning so our members will be 
clear. You resumed this hearing this morning even though we 
knew Mr. Simas was not coming. And earlier this morning, your 
staff told special counsel, Carolyn Lerner, not to come to the hear-
ing today, and so we won’t have her testimony. 

My understanding is that you plan to move next to the business 
meeting to consider your resolution on Mr. Simas. And is that cor-
rect? 

Chairman ISSA. At this time, based on his non-attendance, yes. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. And just to be clear, I have a statement I would 

like give. And I am happy to wait until the business meeting to 
give it, but I want to make sure that I will have that opportunity, 
and you told me that I would. 

Chairman ISSA. That is correct. Although if you’d like to give it 
now, you may. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. No. I will wait till the business meeting. 
Chairman ISSA. Okay. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Thank you. 
Chairman ISSA. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Cummings, just in brief response, as you know, we have an 

inherent obligation of oversight. The question before us today is a 
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very straightforward question: Are we doing oversight? Is it our 
right and our obligation to do oversight? I believe it is. There is a 
long precedent that when this committee asks for someone appro-
priately, and they are not made available, and we believe, the chair 
believes we need that person—and in the case of an office of only 
four people, the head is not a big ask—to be the most appropriate, 
that we expect that person to come. 

The record will show that we have negotiated and attempted al-
ternatives, including discussions about possible transcribed inter-
views and other nonpublic ways to get the same information. How-
ever, the subpoena is, in my opinion, inappropriate to lift, because 
ultimately, lifting the subpoena implies and would mean that he 
may not come. It is the considered opinion of this committee chair 
that we have an absolute right and obligation to investigate, not 
any wrongdoing, no predicate or claim of wrongdoing—however, 
this is an office that has a past, that past, under both Republicans 
and Democrats, have been questioned, and there has been an odd 
situation of saying it was wrong, but keeping it for 3 years; shut-
ting it down and then reconstituting it much smaller. 

And as you and I spoke, and if you don’t mind, something that 
we said in private, the question that came from the briefing, which 
I was appreciative that the White House did give us, was that this 
office controls only the President and the First Lady, and it does 
not control the members of the Cabinet. 

As the earlier proceeding made clear, we have an obligation to 
look at all government officials, whether covered by the Hatch Act 
or not, and find out whether or not they are doing political activity 
with government money and government time unless explicitly ex-
empted. It is the considered opinion at this time of the committee 
and Ms. Lerner, the counsel, that the four people whose purpose 
it is to schedule the president and the First Lady, who are exempt 
from the Hatch Act, is in fact potentially a necessary office. Be-
cause this office was closed by this President as wrong and, if you 
will, unnecessary, operated for 3 years, without finding out if those 
four individuals are necessary and how their use of our taxpayer 
dollars are being used, is a question. 

And when we reconvene, and probably a second hearing after Mr. 
Simas appears at the first hearing, will be to ask the second ques-
tion: If this office controls only the President and First Lady, and 
there are hundreds of potential Cabinet and sub-Cabinet officers 
who then are controlled to go to places where they meet, partici-
pate either overtly in political activities or are scheduled to be in 
districts of Senators and—or States of Senators and districts of 
House Members at times when it might be beneficial to their cam-
paign, so literally fundraising or, less literally, support of can-
didates’ reelection, who is scheduling them? How are they sched-
uling them? 

This was intended to be a short, and I hope it still will be, over-
sight of a relatively small but, in the past, controversial office con-
sistent with our requirement to do oversight even without a predi-
cate of wrongdoing. I do want to make sure the committee under-
stands on both sides of the aisle that we were going to ask the 
question as to the President and First Lady, and we believe we will 
get satisfactory answers. We then must move on to the Cabinet. 
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And, as you know, under this President, not uniquely, it happens 
with other past Presidents, we have had two Cabinet officers who 
did in fact commit Hatch Act violations. That tells us that we have 
a control responsibility with a predicate, an inherent predicate, for 
making sure that the organizational systems for Cabinet officers 
and the like is covered. I claim no predicate for the office of the 
President. I claim oversight, and I believe you would support me 
in that principle. 

I think we do have a predicate in the case of the Cabinet, but 
we have no ongoing wrongdoing accusation about the cabinet. We 
simply have a history under Presidents of both parties that this 
has been an area of concern and past violations. 

So this has been communicated back and forth with the White 
House. They understand this is not alleging a scandal at any level, 
but in fact doing the oversight that we are pledged to do and that 
cannot be done by the executive branch, can only be done by our 
branch. So I look forward to your remarks when we open for the 
business meeting. I take it very serious that we are going to likely 
find that—that the committee believes Mr. Simas has a responsi-
bility to be here and find that, once again, we are going to insist 
that he respond to the subpoena either in its original form or, if 
we can reach a mutually agreeable accommodation, that accommo-
dation. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Will the gentleman yield? 
Chairman ISSA. Of course. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. First of all, Mr. Chairman, I thank you for what 

you just said, and what you said is accurate as to what our discus-
sions have been. I want to make that very clear. 

With regard to—I want to—so that the public and the committee 
will be clear, so there are no—and I realize that you are not saying 
that there needs to be, but you are saying that, if I understand it, 
to your knowledge, Mr. Simas has done nothing wrong and his of-
fice has done nothing wrong. 

Chairman ISSA. We are accusing neither the President nor this 
four-person office of any wrongdoing. There is a past history that 
you and I are both aware of that caused an opinion that it needed 
to be closed and the closing of the office. And so inherently when 
an office is closed, one might say in scandal, and that is a multi- 
Presidential scandal, and then reopened, it is probably inherently 
the most important oversight we can do and say, in the past, this 
didn’t work properly. How do we know it will work properly going 
forward? 

I believe the American people have an obligation—or we have an 
obligation to make sure that we spend the money well and that the 
American people have a comfort level, but again, you are exactly 
right, Mr. Cummings: I allege no ongoing wrongdoing, but it is 
more appropriate when you have a history like this to look at it 
than the average four-person office in the White House. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And there were two Cabinet members that you 
mentioned. And, of course, we would agree that those offenses, 
Hatch Act offenses, took place long before this incident, the opening 
of this office. 

Chairman ISSA. That is correct, although I believe one of them 
likely took place before the closing of its previous office, but—and 
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as you and I talked about in the White House briefing, they told 
us they are not controlling through this office the activities of mem-
bers of the Cabinet, which actually raises the concern that I think 
you and I are going to have to mutually work on is, if not this of-
fice, then who do we look to to make sure that these inherent calls 
from a party office, currently the Democratic party, but it could be-
come the Republican party at some day in the future, who allows 
those, who coordinates them, who spends the government dime 
when that call comes in scheduling or talking about why the Sec-
retary of blank should go support the Congressman of what? 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And would the gentleman yield? 
Chairman ISSA. Of course. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. So as I hear you, bringing in Mr. Simas in one 

respect is sort of trying to create a preventive, do something to pre-
vent something that could possibly happen in the future based 
upon what happened under previous administrations. Is that what 
you are trying to say? 

Chairman ISSA. Not only that, but I think in a sense, and I hope 
we all look to this as we look at this office and the others, if Con-
gress looks at a system and says, we see nothing wrong with the 
system, and then the system is faithfully executed and something 
bad happens, then it is not a scandal; it is a need for further re-
form. 

And I will give a current example. We voted, we broadly voted 
in 2008 for a law on immigration that now is at the center of some 
problems, and we as a government are looking to fix something, 
but it wasn’t—it isn’t a scandal that people are taking advantage 
of a 2008 law, and the American people, I think, currently under-
stand the immigration question; it is simply something we looked 
at, we voted for and now we see that. 

If we look into these various activities and we see nothing wrong 
in the system that is explained to us and in what we are told is 
happening, then, in fact, in a sense, we add to the ease with which 
the administration and future administrations can feel this is an 
appropriate way to operate. It is one of the reasons that we have 
been communicating with Carolyn Lerner. It is one of the reasons 
that we want her input, because in the past, she issued a scathing 
report finding that under both President Bush and in an ongoing 
sense through 2011, the administrations of those two Presidents 
were using an office that was inherently flawed. And that is what 
we are making sure we look at before this goes much longer. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Will the gentleman yield? 
Chairman ISSA. Thank you. I will. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. And then I will just have one or two more ques-

tions. Mr. Chairman, you know, when I read the letter that you 
wrote yesterday, I think it was, there were two new issues that 
came up with regard to the President going on trips, official trips 
and then doing some campaigning, if I remember correctly, and I 
had not seen those allegations before. The reason why I raise this 
is because—— 

Chairman ISSA. And, Mr. Cummings, if you could yield. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Sure. 
Chairman ISSA. It is not an allegation. It is an observation. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Okay. 
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Chairman ISSA. All Presidents do both, and this office’s coordina-
tion is a very simple question of it. So I appreciate that. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. And I guess what I am concerned about is—well, 
two things. One, it seems as if—I just wonder when the questions 
end. In other words, this was a question that was presented yester-
day, and Mr. Simas’s—I am sorry, Mr. Eggleston’s response was, 
Well, you know, we will continue to work with you. And it seems 
like—I am just wondering whether there is a constant movement 
of the goalposts. 

And the public needs to know that our staffs met with the White 
House for 75 minutes, and they answered just about every ques-
tion, they—they left the meeting probably thinking they did, and 
then some other questions came up. And I know that things like 
that happen, but I guess, at some point, where does it end, but 
more significantly, you understand the concern of the White House. 
And it is not just this White House. There will be future folks who 
occupy the White House who will be of the Republican party, and 
we may be up in heaven somewhere, but—— 

Somebody laughed, but anyway. 
Chairman ISSA. What you are implying is this isn’t heaven? 
Mr. CUMMINGS. But I guess my concern is the White House’s con-

cern, and I think it would be under a Republican, too, there are 
certain advisors that they want to make sure that they have this 
freedom to talk to—— 

Chairman ISSA. And I want to bring this to a close—— 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Sure. 
Chairman ISSA. —and we will bring up the next part, but the 

gentleman’s point is a good one. I want to make sure that we come 
to an understanding. Oversight is ongoing, and we are not looking 
to ask about, on a trip, what did the President say or the commu-
nication. We understand the nature of that advice. And we are not 
asking why did—why did you decide, in consultation with the 
President, to have the President do X and Y? 

The organizational questions, which included the one in the let-
ter, are, how do you decide? What is the system? And how do we 
know, again, that dollars paid to Federal employees are, in fact, 
even though they are clearly supporting campaign efforts, that they 
are absolutely necessary and the best possible use of the Presi-
dent’s time and money and the people’s time and money, simply be-
cause we have a unique situation with the President, that we don’t 
want him going down to the Democratic National Committee for 
briefings. We don’t want the First Lady out and about or having 
to go back and forth to the residence. These are accommodations 
unique, in that we are using taxpayer dollars in support of cam-
paigns, but only because of the unique security considerations and 
so on of the President. 

So, for that reason, the process is in fact important, but we are 
not moving the goalposts, to be honest. We have a lot of questions. 
I don’t know that all have been asked. And I am absolutely positive 
that if we go through this process, many of your members will have 
additional questions, and we would want to make sure that all rel-
evant questions, all questions related to the American people’s tax-
payer dollars and the necessity of this are answered. So I look for-
ward to eventually having that dialogue. 
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Mr. CUMMINGS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman ISSA. For all involved, this meeting, this committee 

stands in recess. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. It is estimated that we will come back at 10:15, 

folks, 10:15. 
[Whereupon, at 9:28 a.m., the committee was recessed.] 
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